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Worshipping at Home—Together  
 

 March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  

Our Liturgical Season: Lent 
Lent is the 40-day season of fasting and repentance preceding Easter—40 were the days Jesus was tempted; 

and 40, the years Israel spent in the wilderness. Violet is associated with repentance.  
At the start of Lent we put on ashes, taking up Jesus’ call to repent (literally “turn back” to God) and 

striving to follow Jesus more closely. By the end of the 40 days, we will watch as Jesus’ divine mission takes 
him beyond where we can follow. 

 
We’ll begin at 10:30 Sunday. Read along, following the time schedule as you are able. If you 
have extra time, just use it in quiet contemplation or have some music loaded up to help you 
focus. If you are with family, I urge you to gather together; children old enough to follow along 
might want their own copy.  
 
Announcements: 

• Missions has made imperishable food available in the Parish House. Contact 
Marion Mason, a deacon, or someone else with a key 

• We are trying to match individuals with needs (whether members or not) 
with those who have resources of either mobility or finance to help. If you 
have a need or know someone who does, please pass that on to your 
shepherd, or Jeff Dwinell. If you are willing to help people, make deliveries, 
or relieve financial distress for one person or family, please contact Pastor 
Bill (wawrigh@gmail.com or (773) 955-4034) 

• Pastor Bill is offering a (perhaps) six-week “Guided Tour of the Bible” on 
Zoom. For those without on-line access, it may be possible to phone in and 
listen to the conversation. He will post information on his blog: 
https://professortopastor.wordpress.com/  
 

 
10:35—The Light of Christ 

Light a candle if you have one, or a single light to give you focus. Light is a 
primary symbol of God’s truth and goodness.  
Picture lights being lit all over Granby and beyond, as we all call ourselves 
into the presence of Christ.  
 

 Preparation for Worship 
You’ve been out of whack all week—either you are busy and anxious, or you 
find yourself with extra time and not many ways to spend it!  
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Sit forward on your chair, preferably with your knees lower than your 
hips. This will make it easy to sit up straight, in a posture that reflects the 
dignity that God’s grace conveys to us.  
Take a moment and give thanks for the health you have in your 
body. For your ever-beating heart. For your lungs that connect us 
all to the same air, for better or worse. Breathe in deeply and 
slowly. Let thanksgiving dissipate the stress and tension you’ve 
been carrying in your body (especially in those shoulders and 
neck!).  

 
10:38— **Call to Worship  

Stand and read aloud (or have one person read aloud) from Psalm 130. 
When you read “Israel,” understand that includes “The Church of Christ”: 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for 
the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. 
 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is 
steadfast love, and with God is great power to redeem. 
It is God who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

 
Opening Song: Sing along with Michael and his family! (Rev. Stephen, 
Stephen’s mom, and Channel) Listen to the mp3 file, “O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past”   

O God, our help in ages past, our hope in years to come 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home 
 

Under the shadow of Your throne Your saints have dwelt secure 
Sufficient is Your arm alone, and our defense is sure 
 

Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame 
From everlasting You are God, to endless years the same 
 

A thousand ages in Your sight are like an evening gone 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun 
 

Time like an ever-rolling stream soon hears us all away 
We fly forgotten as a dream dies at the opening day 
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come 
Still be our guard while troubles last, and our eternal home 

 
10:45 –**Prayer of Confession:  

Hear this call: Lord, have mercy on us.  
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And respond aloud : Christ, have mercy on us.  
Let us pray aloud.  
God of Mercy, 
We call to you in our weakness and confusion, our loneliness and 
isolation, and what seems like our powerlessness in face of the 
course of events. Held back by fear, we have not responded as best 
we can.  
 
Call us back to you, O God. You have never left us and never will. 
You go into exile with us. You pick us up when we have fallen or 
cowered. You bind us together as your people, even when we are 
far away from one another. You ordain us, as each is equipped, to 
do your work, to be your light, to bring redemption in the midst of 
this crisis. Hear us, O Lord, as each one of us asks for your mercy 
and your power.   

 
Silence 
 
Words of Assurance (read yourself or have one person read aloud): “For with the 
LORD there is steadfast love, and with God is great power to redeem.” God 
goes with us and leads us onward, no matter what happens. Hope in the Lord! 
For God will not forsake us.  Amen.  
 
**Gloria: Stand and sing it to yourself (or speak it), whether or not you are alone! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
World without end, Amen, Amen! 

 
10:50—Scripture:   

Look them up in the Bible and read aloud (or have one person read aloud). If you 
don’t have a Bible, we’ve attached the readings to the email. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Romans 8:6-11 

 
10:55—Sermon: “Life and Peace in Days of Lent and Pestilence” 

View on Youtube, using link on my blog (https://professortopastor.wordpress.com/). 
Later, you can post a comment there, so we can think together about it throughout the 
day.   

 
11:10—Anthem:  Please listen to the “Way Maker” mp3 file 
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You are here moving in our midst, I worship You, I worship You 
You are here working in this place, I worship You, I worship You. 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
You are here touching every heart, I worship You, I worship You 
You are here healing every heart, I worship You, I worship You 
You wipe away all tears, you mend the broken heart 
You’re the answer to it all, Jesus 

 
11:15—Offering and Blessing of Food: Please take time to remember the church and 

those she serves by dedicating a portion of yourself to God. You can write a check to send 
in to cover your pledge, or consider volunteering via email to Pastor Bill to bring someone 
aid in our community (see Announcements).  

 Giving ourselves to God is always a response to God’s grace. You can place something 
before you of the lunch you will enjoy afterward, making of it a communion with God. 
We’ll dedicate our self-giving and our receiving “daily bread” from God by singing aloud: 

 
11:18—**Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
Texting prayer requests: Send me your prayer requests for yourself or anyone else via texts 

(or via the Holy Spirit!): (773) 955-4034. I’ll post them later.  
Be in prayer silently for yourself, for your neighbors, for each other, and for the whole 

world. Then we conclude prayer: 
11:25—The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen.  

 
Benediction (read to yourself or have one person read aloud): 

God has always bound the faithful to himself, even in the loneliest 
prison, even in the shadow of death. Now look out a window and greet 
the day with peace and blessing, for God still reigns. Be at peace and go 
on with your day with hope. Amen.  
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11:30—Passing the Peace with a phone call 
If you RSVP’d to the email, you should have received a phone chain list. Follow 
instructions there.  
 
If you did not, take a moment to call someone in the church and wish them peace. Use 
your directory; we’ll try to attach a list for those who need it.  

    
 


